Year – A, All Saints
October 30, 2011

Revelation 7:9-17; 1 John 3:1-7; Matthew 5:1-12

Dr. Thomas L. Truby and the Rev. Laura C. Truby

Saints!
The three scriptures given us for All Saints Day, November 1st, are all from the New Testament.  
I love the first reading from the book of Revelation.  It moves me deeply.  The passage is a vision in which we see to the heart of things and catch a glimpse of the Lamb’s role in bringing all to the merciful throne of God.  Don’t raise your hands on this, but how many of you are suffering in some specific way this morning?  Think about your concerns for a moment.  Where are you suffering?  What is breaking your heart?  This is a passage for those who are suffering. 
This morning Betty is suffering losing her best friend Sally, knowing it probably wouldn’t be too long until she’d be joining her; and about Beth, my sister-in-law for losing three of her beloved cats; Amethyst, Agate, and Lazuli to smoke and fire yesterday morning in her home.
Revelation was written to and for people who were experiencing suffering and death because they had been grasped by a new vision for humanity that went counter to the culture around them.  These were people offended by the world’s cruelty who wondered how God could allow it to be so hard. It is a liturgy, a poem, an imagery that speaks to us at a deeper level than logic, concepts and theology.  

We expect salvation to come from warriors, strong men, overwhelming force.  But God surprises us, for at the center of the throne we find a slain lamb, standing, who has become our shepherd, who guides us to springs of the water of life.  Our robes, soiled by the great ordeal out of which we have come which is living in this world, are washed and made white by the blood of the Lamb. There is a Celtic prayer that says, “I send witness to Spirit who will heal my wound, who will make me as white as the cotton grass of the moor.”  Because we have been cleansed by the actions of Another (big A), in gratitude we gather before the throne of God, and the One ( big O) who is seated on the throne shelters us.  
Who is that One?  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  The Lamb of God, gentle and innocent, who himself suffered the cruelty of the world, exposed that cruelty and transformed it by turning it into an avenue toward life.  Now all who have died in the midst of the struggles wave palm branches and sing, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.” A great multitude sings from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, so many that no one can count!  All the Saints are among them and so are we. 
The second reading on this All Saints Sunday is also so beautiful I don’t know how to preach on it without ruining it.  It tells us who we are and who we will remain no matter what.  It also tells us why people often don’t like us when we live our faith.  It assumes we will be different from the world around us—hold different values, see things in a different way, live lifestyles at odds with many who have not encountered the risen Lord.   
St. John, the author, unable to draw a picture of what we will become says we are already God’s children and in the future we will grow to be more and more like Jesus because we will see Jesus as he is.  We will see him clearly, not through the glass darkly as now, but clearly and so be able to directly model ourselves after Him.  We will be able to imitate his moves perfectly.
Now we have the Saints who reflect him, but in the future we will have Jesus himself.  I find that hopeful, positive and very life giving.  Someday we will see Jesus fully revealed!  This hope so impacts us that it powerfully shapes our desire.  It changes what we want.  In fact, this hope purifies us even as he is pure.  In the meantime the saints are important as models.
How do saints live?  What are the values they embrace?  Early in his ministry, Jesus laid out his values.  Note how different they are from the ways of this cruel world. He lays out his counter-intuitive values in the Beatitudes we heard in our Gospel reading. The values Jesus affirms in the Sermon on the Mount are different than the ones our culture holds.  They are the values the saints lived and still live.
What are those values?  
To be poor in spirit rather than full of ourselves, 
to mourn rather than inflict sorrow - it is better to grieve than to cause another to grief
to be meek rather than arrogant,
to be the merciful rather than harsh, 
to be pure in heart rather than blocked by envy, 
to be a peacemaker rather than stir up conflict, 
to be persecuted rather than turn on another – and you know, false things will be said 
about you. 
Those who live this way will find it to be the way of true happiness, and are blessed.

They find that the kingdom of heaven is theirs, though the world may not like them
They will be comforted,

They will inherit the earth,

They will be filled,

They will receive mercy, 

They will see God,

They will be called children of God,

And theirs is the kingdom of heaven and great will be their reward.

And the rewards are great—not just in the future but now.

They are the ones through whom the light shows through.
There is a story about a little boy who attended Church with his grandfather one Sunday: Grandpa's church had beautiful stained-glass windows. He told his grandson that the windows contained pictures of Saint Matthew, Saint Mark and Saint Luke, Saint John, Saint Paul, and a whole lot of other saints. When he got home, the boy told Mom and Dad all about it. His Dad, wanting to be funny, and curious about what his son had learned, asked, ‘What is a saint?' The boy thought for a minute and then replied, 'A saint is a somebody the light shines through.'

I like that definition of a Saint. Who are your saints?  Who are the people in your life who let the light of God shine through them for you?  Who are the ones who opened their hearts and minds and lives to you?  Who are the ones who lovingly embraced you and made you feel so comfortable that it felt like you’d always been there?  “It was the Ruth’s and the June’s and the Elaine’s, the Miriam’s, the Sue’s, the Terrie’s and the Dick’s.” Without them we would be lost.  With them, with their leadership and guidance, we find our way through life. God seems to send them when we need them most.  Noreen, a devout Catholic who tries to live out her faith, my sister’s neighbor, showed up at the ER in the hospital.  She came to comfort, to companion, to share her sorrow and not to judge.  She is taking her in while her house is uninhabitable and helping her reestablish her life.
It is when our saints were able to live Jesus’ values in relationship to us that we remember them as saints.  They stick out in our minds when they lived in ways that were contrary to what we expected or felt we deserved….not that they did this in everything they did, but those are the things we remember.  And it is those things that make them saints for us.  For example, when we are sorrowing and they comfort us….when we have done something we feel really bad about and they are merciful, or when we are at odds with someone and they model reconciliation and become our peacemakers.  These are the times when God’s light shines through our saints.
We are all called to let the light of God shine through us!  We all do this imperfectly.  But “when Christ is revealed we shall be like Him for we will see Him as He is.  And, all who have this hope in Him purify themselves just as He is pure.”  Amen.
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