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Acts 2:1-13, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-11 and Romans 8:22-27
What the Spirit Has Been Doing for Two Thousand Years 

The coming of the Spirit was not fundamentally a religious event; it was far more and touches every dimension of life.  It began an infusion into the world that has been in the process of changing us for two thousand years.  And not just changing us personally but changing us socially, culturally and historically.  Even nature waits for the Spirit to complete its work.   Paul says, “We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now.”  In fact, we all anticipate the completion of the process the Spirit’s coming has set into motion as we groan inwardly awaiting our adoption, the redemption of our anxiety-driven bodies.   
When you read about the young mother and her three children in northeast Salem slain by her husband, the children’s father, who later killed himself; did you not groan within yourself in pain and disbelief?  The Oregonian gave us no hint on how to make sense of it.  This family, with the wife so young and pretty, all appeared happy, well integrated into their community and even financially stable. Why did this happen?  What went wrong?  How could a 27 year old father do this to his own family?  We groan as we search for language adequate to express our distraught emotions and find ourselves sighing with feelings too deep for words.  Only the Spirit, that Great Spirit of truth, knows what this all means.  “And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.” The Spirit intercedes for this victim family and all who are affected by this event.
What has the Spirit’s coming set in motion?  “When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.”  It starts with being together in one place.  It is not easy to get people together.  We are like herding cats!  But somehow it happened and there they were when “suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind.”  

The wind was described as violent. Why this word?  Is it a mistranslation from the original or was it deliberately chosen to present some truth?  “The sound of the violent wind filled the entire house where they were sitting.”  Does not the sound of a violent wind fill our houses?  How many shots do we hear in a day emanating from our televisions and now many corpses have we seen this week watching the news?  The Spirit does seem to be coming into a violent house where we are seated.  The sounds of violence are everywhere.  
“Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.”  “Divided tongues,” what a description for our world!  Everybody has their own tongue and no two agree.  Everywhere people are divided and the divisions seem to be deepening.  Each person and group increasingly speaks with fiery tongue inflaming separation and deepening the chasm between themselves and their rival.  I heard our delegate to the General Conference, just recently finished; say he doubts our denomination will be held together through another General Conference.  The next General Conference will be in Portland in 2016 at the Convention Center.  
I know I am presenting an unusual interpretation to this text but its capacity to describe us humans before the Spirit settles into us is remarkable.  Maybe we are being given a picture of the world the moment before the Spirit makes its entry and begins its long process of transformation, a process that still continues.  Maybe it’s like the big bang theory and this is the millisecond before it.
Then the miracle happens!  “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”  The Spirit’s entrance reorients their speech and gives them the capacity to speak to those they had never spoken to before.  The barriers that had divided them vanish and they find themselves able to communicate across all the divisions that before had cut them asunder.  I wonder if their speech was still fiery and if each now had their own flame?  Or did the unity that characterized their being in one place now describe their unity with each other?  Had the Spirit of Truth united them?  

This new capacity for unity and communication across boundaries amazed and astonished those caught up in it and everyone around.  It drew a crowd composed of people from all parts of the known world, each hearing themselves addressed in their own language.  Somehow the Holy Spirit was speaking some language that everyone recognized as their own and yet distinct to their particular culture.   This language enabled them to speak of God’s deeds of power and “all were amazed and perplexed saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’”
They were encountering the Spirit of Truth, the Advocate, sent from the Father who testifies to Jesus.  The fact that the Spirit always testifies to Jesus is significant.  In fact, Jesus promises when he reunites with his Father, he will send us his spirit in his place.  The Spirit then is Jesus with us in a new form.  Now he speaks everyone’s language and lives in the midst of everyone’s culture.  He speaks to us in our dialect and guides us on how to live given the intricacies of our own culture.  How we live our Christian life in the United States is bound to be different than living as a South African indigenous person, an Afrikaner or Englishman.  And an Afghan at war lives a different reality than a Bolivian farmer forging a living, though both are at high altitudes.  And yet the Spirit of Jesus, the Holy Spirit, communicates to each.
What is this Spirit communicating?  The text tells us.  We see it in the name given this Spirit.   The Spirit is the Advocate—the lawyer for the accused.  He advocates for those who find themselves scapegoated and bearing the blame for what people refuse to face in themselves.  He is the defense attorney defending the innocent.  He defends them against Satan, the great accuser.  Satan is the one who points the finger, stirs up rivalry and discord and then proposes we maintain the peace by throwing out some innocent victim or sometimes a whole population of them as though they were the problem.  But the Spirit is Jesus’ Spirit; crucified, resurrected, and set loose in the world and he shows us what Satan is up to.  
It is the Spirit’s job to continue exposing what we humans do so that we look at ourselves and change our ways.  All of the great movements in history, where whole segments of our population rose up and refused to accept their scapegoated status, have their origin in the cross and resurrection whether they acknowledge this or not.  Women in our culture can vote because of what Jesus did.  Minorities have more civil rights than they would have if Jesus had never died and been raised, even though this is still a contested area.  Even sciences’ freedom to explore the world happened because Jesus revealed the scapegoating mechanism and we no longer saturate the physical world with our projected fears and can safely explore it.  This is what I mean when I say the coming of the Spirit was not fundamentally religious; it was much bigger than that.  It began the process of changing our relationship to everything.  This is why the Book of Revelation refers to Jesus as the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
I want now to briefly explain what the Spirit has been doing for two thousand years.  Our gospel lesson tells us.

And when he comes (The Spirit), he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.

The Spirit has been proving the world wrong about sin.  We thought sin was being on the outside of OUR circle but the Spirit shows us there IS no circle.  Had we believed in Jesus we would know this.  
We thought righteousness was demonstrating our “in-ness” by pointing to the other’s “out-ness.”  But now that Jesus has gone to his Father asking that we ALL be forgiven, we see there IS no “out-ness.” 
And finally, in the slow evolution of history, the Spirit shows us that we have been wrong about judgment.  We thought the ones WE condemned; the class nerds, the ungainly social misfits, the dispensable people on the edges, were the real problem but the Spirit more and more shows us that we have been wrong.  In fact, the Spirit is the Advocate for these people and knows their innocence.  The REAL culprit, the ruler of this world, the one who has been condemned already, is Satan, the name we give to OUR throwing out process itself.  This throwing out process is what we humans do to each other in our mad attempt to keep the peace through violence.  
All of this has been exposed on the cross and the Spirit, the Advocate, sent by the Father and testifying to the Son, continues to work in the world unveiling this truth.  As we come to see it, we find ourselves changed to the point where we too, become witnesses to what Jesus has been doing from the beginning.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.
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