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Unfinished and in Formation
A man born blind from birth has never seen the world as it is.  Does such a person know the difference between the color red and the color blue?  What does Mount Hood look like to a person born blind?
As Jesus walks along he sees a man blind from birth.  Sensing the tragedy of it and the loss to the unsighted one, the disciples wonder why this happened to this man.  Whose sin caused this they ask?  Nobodies’ sin; neither this man nor his parents, Jesus replied.  “He was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.”  
Then Jesus spat on the ground, made mud, put it on the man’s eyes and told him to go wash in the pool of Siloam.  When he did, he came back healed.  There is a whole lot going on here.  What was Adam made of?  The dust of the earth!  If this man can’t see and this disability is from birth somehow his creation got interrupted and that’s the problem.  The solution is to take a little of this dust from which we are all made, mix it with saliva from Jesus, who co-created the universe with God, and apply it to his eye so that creation is completed.  
Now the story enters into a huge conflict on whether or not Jesus actually did this and if he did, what does it mean.  Some of the neighbors said Jesus healed the man and others said no, it was a different man.  Meanwhile the formerly blind man kept saying “I am the man” and now I can see.  Those resistant to believing say, “who cares; what do you know?”  These people said Jesus could not have done this, since only God can complete creation.  But they were driven to get to the bottom of this and prove Jesus a fraud.  The very idea scandalized them and they would not let it go.  
They brought the poor formerly blind man to the Pharisees and that only made it worse.  Now we discover Jesus did this healing on the Sabbath, a day of rest.  So the question gets more complicated.  Did he do it, did it actually heal the man, and if he did, he did it on the wrong day.  That proves he can’t be from God.  Right! Everyone is getting into a big tangle and some are saying “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” They are all divided.  Does this sound familiar?  
Still trying to sort it out the Pharisees ask the formerly blind man for his opinion, after all, it happened to him.  He said he thought the man who healed him was a prophet.  They didn’t like his answer and called his parents.
The poor man’s parents arrive on the scene.  They say, yes, he is their son and yes, he was born blind, but we don’t know how he got healed or who did it.  Notice how this healing is sounding like a crime.  Sensing danger they say “ask our son, he is of age.  ‘He will speak for himself.’”  The mix of offended people act like blood hounds on the trail of a fox.  
They call the poor formerly blind man a second time and ask him to give legal testimony.  Before he begins they tell him they have already decided the defendant, Jesus, is a sinner/ is guilty and would he please provide collaborative evidence.  The beggar man, who was never before seen the color blue or a mountain peak, can see the truth and speak it.  “He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner.  One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  Since the man was not being cooperative they demand, “What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?”
Then the sighted man who now sees quite clearly with his eyes and his heart says something that really irritates his questioners.  “I have told you already, and you would not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you also want to become his disciples?”  The text says, “They reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’”  They are saying more about themselves then they realize.  It is true that they are blind to seeing where he comes from.  And while they see the blind man, now sited, as a sinner, they are blind to seeing how their act of expulsion is the real sin.  
This formerly blind beggar, who everyone has dismissed for years, now provides a succinct legal summation on what the evidence points to.  It is entirely logical and an example of the best in legal thought.  His thoughtful, rational approach doesn’t illicit a rational response.  They say, “’You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’” and they drive him out.”  
Well, we have come quite a long distance from a man who can’t tell blue from red to a man who sees through the hypocrisy of his culture.  Being able to see has taken on a deeper meaning that now includes seeing how humans stratify themselves, exclude the vulnerable and resist seeing the truth.  Our story includes one more encounter with Jesus.
“Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’  He answered, ‘And who is he, sir?  Tell me, so that I may believe him.’  Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’  He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’  And he worshiped him.”  
The man now sees in multiple ways and when tempted to deny his own truth and go with the crowd, he sticks with it.  This is why Jesus sought him out when he heard what happened.  Jesus knew the man hadn’t caved to social pressure even though it again put him on the outs with his culture.  In doing that, he joins Jesus in being cast out (The thing we do on Good Friday).  Now he is being cast out for what he sees about the world whereas before he was being cast out for what he did not see in the world.  He is ready to believe because he is willing to join Jesus and take a minority position.    
He knows from personal experience that the world works on the basis of exclusion but Jesus recreates the world.  He completes creation by putting mud on all our eyes, healing our eyes so that we can see in new ways.  Seeing the world in a new way renews us at a very deep level.  
As though to himself Jesus says, “I came into the world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.”  The man who couldn’t see now sees clearly and sees more than color and form; he sees “Things Hidden from the Foundation of the World.”    He sees the way the world actually works.  
When we are physically sighted but blind we see unfinished parts of creation, like a man born blind or anybody else that is a little different, and turn that into a justification for expulsion, assuming ourselves in the category of being finished.  Or, if we do happen to see the defect in ourselves, we use our knowledge to justify self-hatred and self-destructive behavior.  But the truth is we are all unfinished and in formation.  God wasn’t done with the man born blind and God isn’t done with us.  In fact, God isn’t done with the human species.  We still have to learn to renounce our violence and trust him.  Amen.
Communion:
Communion signals the rebirth of the world.  On Good Friday, when Jesus went to the cross, and we broke his body, he allowed it so that we would see what we do to each other.  On Easter morning the true God intervened and raised this One we murdered as a new reality based on forgiveness.  We still eat his body and drink his blood but God has changed it into the resurrected body and blood given to us as forgiveness.  When we eat this meal we are reborn into the culture of God that John calls “eternal life”.  
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