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Broken By Me
We have just read Mark’s story of how Jesus’ body came to be broken.  The song the choir has just sung features the refrain “Broken for me, --- broken for you, the body of Jesus, broken for you,” sung from our Faith We Sing hymnbook. We struggled in choir practice about whether or not we should use this song.  Do the words mislead us and miss the whole point of what Jesus came to show us?
The first verse reads, “He offered his body, poured out his soul; Jesus was broken that we might be whole.”  The question the song does not answer is “to whom did Jesus offer his body.”  Was it to God or to our violence?  That whole issue is left very ambiguous.  
If he offered his broken body to God, and God used humans to break his body, then his body is a sacrifice to God in payment for our sin.  Instead of animals sacrificed to a God who needs blood to pay off human indebtedness for being evil, we have Jesus paying the price with his own blood.  This is understood as an act of love.  With this view we can’t help but see the character of God as violent and scary, demanding blood to placate His demand for purity and perfection.  Everything gets stiff, tight and taunt and we are set over-against each other.  
If God is violent, demanding blood in payment for evil, what’s to prevent us from imitating this God and being violent too?  Why can’t we bomb the evil we think we see so clearly?  In doing this, aren’t we helping God get rid of evil?  
The third and fourth verses to the song repeat the pattern.  “This is my body given for you; eat it, remembering I died for you.”  It sounds like Jesus’ body was broken to appease a God who is mad at us.  At least that’s the easiest way to understand what the words are saying.
The ambiguity of who broke Jesus’ body and who shed Jesus’ blood and why this was done has still not been resolved in verse four.  “This is my blood I shed for you, for your forgiveness, making you new.”  The words then circle round to the refrain, “Broken for me, broken for you, the body of Jesus, broken for you.”  
But what happens when we resolve the ambiguity by being clear on who broke Jesus’ body and who shed his blood?  What if we admit human violence, ours that we visit on ourselves and each other broke Jesus’ body.  What if we acknowledge that human violence, like we exhibit in our drug wars and wars against terror, shed Jesus’ blood?  That’s the story we were reading in Mark’s gospel.  In Mark’s gospel God was not at all involved in this transaction other than as victim of our violence.  We killed God and God forgave us.  God asks we live this same forgiveness toward others that he has demonstrated toward us.
Suddenly we can see that the character of God is utterly different than what we had assumed.  It’s not that the song is entirely wrong.  It’s just not clear on the crucial points.  And the lack of clarity doesn’t do enough to wean us from our violence-infused view of God that gives us license to be violent too.  Jesus didn’t die to placate a God who demanded human blood and then substitutes his own for ours.  That makes God a monster.  

No, Jesus died at the hand of our violence and he allowed it to happen to show us what we do to each other and ourselves.  While we were in the midst of doing what we always do, he prayed God to forgive us all.  He wants us to live this non-violent and forgiving way with each other.  The communion meal we are about to share contains all of this meaning and more.  
I played with changing the words to the song and hopefully I’ve removed some of the ambiguity.  I offer these changed words for your reflection.  It still isn’t perfect, perhaps you can perfect it.  
Broken By Me
Refrain:  Broken by me, broken by you, the body of Jesus broken in two.
1.  He offered his body; he poured out his soul; Jesus was broken to show violence’s toll.
2. Come to my table and with me dine; eat of my bread and drink of my wine.
3. This is my body broken in two; eat of it, remembering I forgave all of you.
4. This is my blood poured out for you, transformed to love, making us new.
On this Palm-Passion Sunday let us share in the body and blood of Jesus and find our peace.  Amen.
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